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To whom it may concern,

It is with great pleasure and appreciation that I write to acknowledge the outstanding contribution the team from Playback Theatre made to our system leadership day in January 2009.

January 22 2009 was a high stakes day for an educational system committed to contemporary learning models and Playback Theatre were able to give a practical demonstration of the power and precision of creative collaborators working under pressure to great effect. 

A group of 400 senior educational executives dragged back from summer holidays to confront an intensive day’s strategic planning is not an easy audience.  These professionals are above average communicators and regularly plan and run large group professional learning activities.  Playback theatre had them spellbound.

To see and hear is one thing, to understand and create new ways of seeing and hearing and make such new knowledge instantly available and decipherable is a high level competency indeed. The team from Playback Theatre was outstanding in their capacity to unpack our system strategic intent and in an impossibly short time devise an engaging and insightful performance. 

Despite an unsympathetic seating configuration their performances totally engaged the large audience, achieving a balance between irreverent, insightful humour and respectful reflection of the essence of the day’s purpose.  

The performances also humanized the day, providing a conduit through which the ‘world of system’ with its accountabilities, buzz words and corporate focus on strategic alignment was connected to the ‘life world’ of school executives where the pastoral care and holistic development of young human beings is more engaging than system tables and performance ranking.  

The combined vocal, physical and intellectual talent of the Playback Team was beyond our expectation. 

We will be booking Playback again.

Mark Hopkins

Team Leader

Religious Education and Learning Services

Catholic Education Office

Diocese of Parramatta

[image: image2.jpg]Catholic Education
Diocese of Parramatta



[image: image3.jpg]12 Victoria Road, Parramatta

tel (02) 9840 5600 fax (02) 9840 5678

Locked Bag 4, North Parramatta NSW 1750

enabling learning in today's world www.parra.catholic.edu.au




[image: image4.jpg]Catholic Education
Diocese of Parramatta




[image: image5.jpg]




